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Most people can recognize a good sermon when they hear one, though they might have difficulty articulating why. 

A good sermon is rooted in the Bible. I’ve got my opinions, but people don’t need to hear about that. People need to hear from God and the only way I can guarantee that they will is by giving them the Bible.

A good sermon will be understood as significant. This means that the listener will understand and appreciate the message as speaking of things that are relevant to their experience and worth their investment of time and energy.

The Four Elements of a Good Sermon
A good sermon will engage the listener. Preachers need to treat their listeners with a sense of dignity. Preaching is a communication process which respects the language, and the interests of the listener and understands that they can and will disengage.

A good sermon will inform the listener. There is an educational aspect to preaching that seeks to teach the listener things that they don’t yet know or haven’t yet been persuaded of. The sermon needs to speak to the listener’s mind so as to encourage new thought patterns in keeping with the will of God.

A good sermon will expose the listener to the person of God. Exposition is more than just a form of the sermon. It is the desire to bring listeners to the person behind the propositions. When we encounter God in the sermon, everything changes.

A good sermon will inspire the listener. What is going to change because we have invested energy in this preaching experience? Can we motivate our listeners to something new and different?

Skilled preachers will utilize a variety of modes, to get these elements done (the moviemaker, the lawyer, the detective, the artist…)
Moving our Preaching from Good to Great
Making a good sermon great depends upon the level to which the preacher has personally assimilated the message. As “the first listener” the preacher does his/her own business with God, which qualifies and prepares him/her to lead others to hear from and respond to God as well. Great preaching is more than hypothetical. It rises from out of the preacher’s life to become an event in God’s presence that can’t be published or repeated. Great preaching is expectant.

